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PROJECT BRINGS AMERICAN INDIAN HERITAGE TO AREA STUDENTS
MISSOULA Through a new multicultural education project, students at Missoula’s Lewis and Clark
Elementary School will learn more about nearby American Indian tribes.
The project was made possible by a $7,000 Community Action Grant awarded to the
American Association of University Women Missoula Branch from the national AAUW
Foundation and by a $3,000 grant from the Montana Committee for the Humanities.
The goal of the project is to bring the wealth of indigenous knowledge of the Salish,
Pend d’Oreille and Kootenai tribes to area teachers and their students. During workshops,
American Indian educators, University of Montana faculty members and Lewis and Clark
teachers will design and develop materials and processes - such as field trips and experiential
learning - to incorporate into kindergarten through fifth-grade curricula.
Teachers at Lewis and Clark are eager to honor Montana’s Indian Education For All
Act, but they lack the chance to connect with Indian educators, said Margaret Petty, who
helped design the project at the school. Karen Allen, Lewis and Clark principal, hopes this
pilot project will help develop a sustainable model for urban, non-reservation public school
districts in Montana.
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“It is important to learn about the local tribes,” said Phyllis Ngai, director of the
project. “But the benefit doesn’t stop there. Through firsthand experience with local diversity,
students are developing intercultural competence that will serve them well for the rest of their
lives in an era of globalization, no matter where they will be.”
The project kicked off with a two-day professional development workshop in August.
In spring 2006 participating educators will share their experiences and insights gained from
working on the project at two MCH-sponsored public forums.
In addition to AAUW and MCH support, financial sponsors include Lewis and Clark
School and the Lewis and Clark PTA, as well as Missoula Public School District No. 1. The
Tribal Education Department of the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes, Salish Kootenai
College and Beach Transportation are providing in-kind contributions.
For more information about the project, contact Ngai at (406) 721-4691 or Allen at
(406) 728-2400 ext. 4350.
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